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7 hg of the Engliſ Ladies commun“ plainly acknow lege it to 
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a fo by Petition of the Tradeſmen, 
Committee voted an Addreſs to be pre- 
fonted to her Majefty, importing, That tbe 
Petitioners bad fully proved their Allegations, 
and that they ſhould humbly Addreſs to her 
Majeſty te relieve them, as in her Royal 
Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. 
if any Man hall here, and enquire 
how they can be rcliev'd; how the Queen 
can dire& the People, or confine them to 
an Order, when they ſhall wear Black, and 
when not, and that it is not in the Preroga- 
* tive- Royal to preſcribe what colour d Clothes 
any Body ſhall wear; I muſt anſwer to ſuch, 
Regis ad Exemplum was the firft Proverb 
that, as before, was the Ruin of eur Gentry, 
and this very thing will reform the Miſchief: 


*Tis true, it is not in her Majefiy to limit i 


or confine me or any Man to what Colour, 
or what Quality my Clothes ſhall be; but 
tis in her Majefty's Power, undoubted- 
ly, to regulate the Habits of her own 
Houſhold Servants and Attendantsz and 
this is all that is requir'd to remedy ſo great 
an Evil; for as, when the Queen is in 
Mournisg, no Man comes to Court in Co- 
lours; ſo when the Queen is out of Mourn- 
ing, no Man comes there in Black; and her 
Majefty has nothing to do but to ſhorten the 
time of the Court's Mourning. 


If therefore her Majeſty pleaſes but "4 


make a Publick Order,that no Mourning for 
Foreign Princes, ſhall laft any longer than a 
Month, or ſome ſuch ſettled time. 

Oc if her . pleaſes to Order, That 
none of the Houlhold ſhall appear in Black on 
eccaſion of State-Mouroings, unleſs for the 
Death of Crown'd Heads, or ſuch as her 
Majeſty ſhall appoint. 

ther of theſe two trifling Conceſſions 
would regulate this Evil, and reftore Trade 
to its due Channel. 

If any Man was to look back to the ſtrange 
Exceſs this fooliſh and very Modern Cuſtom 
was arriv'd to ; how the whole Kingdom, 
tho' but newly gone out of Mourning for 
the late King, run into Deep Mourning, and 
chat for ſix Months, for theDutcheſs of Zolfteir, 
a Lady not one in 40 fo much as knew by 
Name all over the Kingdom; how the In- 
cermiſhens of Mourning were but juſt long 


enough to decoy the Mercers, and Lace-Men 
2 in proſpect of Trade to fur - 
niſh themſelves with Stocks of Gods, and 
then return agaia into Black, and throwing 
their Goods on their hands, to the Tune of 
ten thouſand Pounds a Man, leave them 
to Spoil, grow uſcleſs and unfaſhionable up- 
on their hands. 

Add to this, the plain Proſpe@ of a great 
many foreign Princes and Princeſſes, of 
whom in the Courſe of Nature it may be ſaid, 
as Eſau ſaid of his Father Jſeac, The days of 
Monrriing for them oe at band: if the Cu- 
ſtom ſhould prevail in Enplend, as it has 
done, we ſhall never be out of Mourning 
Iatefvals 
unching 

do ven- 


Goods. 

Thus Trade will be roduc'd j thouſands of 
Families be turn d out of theirEmployment, 
which they have been bred up to, and by 
which they got their Bread, and firange 
Scenes of Miſery and will appear 
among them; and we that have all the Rea- 
ſons in the World to encreaſe the Cenſump- 
tion of our ManufaQures, and aboye all, 
that talk ſo much of it, ſhall be the only 
People in the World that pull it down with 
our own hands, .and ſend the diligent Peo- 
ple to beg their Bread, or to for it in 
Labours they are unacquainted with, have 
been untaught and unpraftis'd in, and in 
which muft work with intollerable Diſadran- 
tages. 

al this Evil will ſink at once, and Trade 
return to its Native Channel, if her Maje- 
ty pleaſes but to exerciſe that Authority, 
which by the Nature of her Houſhold-Go- 
vernment is properly her own, and which - 
the Parliament by the General Conceſſi- 
on _ own'd, lies entirely in her Royal 
— | 

Nor is there any need, that this Authority 
of the Queen ſhould extend to abridge any 
of her Majefty's Houſhold wearing Black, or 
any thing eiſe as their Fancies Guide them 3 
or that they ſhould not wear Mourning u 
on their own private Occaſions 3 ic cal 
points at preventing its being a 
Mode ſor Habit, @ B 
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the Queen Dowager of glad, at 
and as tis bas ſore nearer Reſpect 
to England, than ſevetal other Caſes would 
have, tis a New Alarm tv Trade tis a 
Checque tu thoſe Tradeſmen, who io Proſ- 
pect of a Spring Trade now advancing, 
aud eipecially Encourag'd dy the Parlia- 
ments forwarding their Petition to Her Ma. 
eſty, and Goncucring wich their Com- 
plaints, were wg to the 
Poor, ia furn themſelves with ſuſfici- 
ent quantities of Goods againſt the Trade 
ſhould advance z but are now Thunder- 
ſtruck again, with A nlions of - a 
freſh — 1 by Her Majeſty's 
— 7 — Care, of her Poor 

epending Subj is not preventes, 
be the Ruine of many a Poor Family, 
an iatolerable Grievance to Trade. 
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Cannot refrain Noti that having 
— Neciie No tager, to be- 
among Poor Families, as has 
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World, to make athes People 2 ſenſible ot · 
it as J. | 

I have no Intereft to purſue in this De. 
bate, 1 am no way cancern'd in Trade; nor 
any Sufferer Exorbitance of Mour» 
| — — 

vantage: "w 

unacquainted-, either with Weaver or 
Throwfter, lkmen, or Many- - 
Advocate 
of their intereſt, without any Pay or Con- 
fideration; it } do them any Service, cis. 


3 the utmoſt Reward and ExpeQation of the+ 


conclude, this Matter wants no- 
thing, but to be rightly Repreſented to the 


Author, to render this Paper not Diverting 
only, bur uſeful. # 
I have thus open'd the way to their Re» 
lief; if I were to adviſe ſome of the Heats: - 
of the Trades concern'd, there remains a- 
nother* Step, which might further put it 

forward, to the Compleating their Delive-: 
ragce, and which to any that defire it, 1 
ſhall be ready ro Communicate by Letter or 
otherwiſe ; add thereby farther Teftifie, 
that... 


